
Current News 

This year we are starting off with about 110 
members.  That is about a thirty member drop.  I 
am sure that there will be a few stragglers getting 
their membership fees in but the membership will 
still remain lower that last year.  Currently we 
have 59 Senior members,  one youth (family 
member), and the remainder are open members. 
 
Interestingly enough there are only 4 members 
below the age of 40 and only one below 30.  Over 
half is above 65.  This means that we are going to 
get to a point were there will be no members that 
are going to participate in any club activities.  
During my time as secretary/treasurer (going on 
14 years).  There is a distinct trend with the 
average age of the membership and the reduction 
of member activities at the field or the meetings.  
Currently the mean age in the club is 66 years 
old.  It appears we need to figure out how to 
recruit younger members and keep them 
motivated in staying in the club.  As I see it, the 
club is dying and it will not be long it will cease to 
exist.  It is like the Shakers.  They were one of the 
best artisans.  They had superb ethics and 
morality.  It was an exceptional society.  One flaw 
is they were forbidden to have or mix with woman.  
Which means that recruitment was impossible, 
and without women, the existing members would 
grow old and die without having young to continue 
on.  It is kind of similar to our situation.  With no 
young members, we to will grow old and die and 
the club with it. 
 
It is something for us to think about.  We are not 
too far gone yet, but time is running out. 
 
On a high note:  The Christmas Dinner at Mimi’s 
was great.  We only had about half of our past 
attendance, but it made it more intimate.  It was a 
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Avoiding Crashes — 5 tips to save your 

RC airplane  by Model Aircraft News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve all been here, done that! 
 
The life expectancy of your RC airplane is directly 

proportional to how well you follow directions. That 

is to say, you’ve built and setup your plane prop-

erly as explained by the instructions. This article is 

good way to have a send off of 2014. 
 
This is hoping we have a great year.  And have 
some great events (even with only our club 
members). 
 
 
 
 



2 

engine to condition it for proper operation. What you 

want to do is obtain a reliable idle and a smooth tran-

sition from idle to full power. When it comes to power 

output, always run the engine slightly rich, not lean. 

Lean engine runs cause overheating and can lead to 

a damaged engine. The fuel tank should also be in-

stalled properly to supply the engine with fuel. As-

semble it correctly and install it so the center of the 

fuel tank is even or slightly below the center of the 

carburetor. The simplest setup is a 2-line setup with 

the output line attached to the carburetor and the 

other line acting as a vent. You fuel the tank by re-

moving the line from the carburetor. A common prob-

lem is a fuel clunk that gets jammed forward in the 

fuel tank after a hard landing or nose over. Always 

make sure the fuel pickup line is free to move around 

in the tank. If it is jammed forward, the next time you 

take off and the model’s nose is pointed up, the fuel 

level will move back and the clunk will start to suck 

air and cause your engine to lean out and die. 

 

Radio Battery. 

Another common failure point is the onboard battery 

powering the receiver. You should always fully 

change your radio system the night before you go 

flying and have a battery checker to monitor the con-

dition of your battery pack at the flying field. Batteries 

seldom fail before you next flight, and when they give 

up the ghost during a flight, you are out of luck be-

cause your model is going to lose control and it will 

eventually hit the ground…hard! I check the battery 

voltage before every flight with a loaded volt meter. 

You simply plug it into the charging jack and it tells 

you what the voltage levels are. If the voltage is be-

low 4.8v for a 4 cell pack or below 6v for a 5 cell Ni-

Cd pack, do not fly! So it is always good to have a 

DC quick charger/peak detection charger in your field 

box so you can top off your battery pack. Also, check 

the battery switch and connections. Never install a 

battery pack without foam rubber padding. Always 

make sure your pack is securely installed and does-

n’t move around. 

 

 

intended to give the first time model builders some 

helpful tips for being successful the first time out. 

We’ll talk about avoiding the avoidable, not correct-

ing for things like crosswinds or hitting something 

with your plane. 

There are several things that are common in that 

they can greatly affect your airplane’s safety. Like a 

weak link in a length of chain, any one of these 

things can bring the best built planes down. Let’s 

break down these areas of concern into the follow-

ing groups. 

 
Center of Gravity Balance Point. 
 
 In my opinion, more airplanes are damaged or de-

stroyed on their first flight because they were im-

properly balanced. The balance point for all RC 

model airplanes (with the exception of small foamy 

RTF planes,) are called out on the plans of a kit 

built plane, or in the instructions of an ARF plane. It 

is absolutely imperative that you take the time to 

balance your plane properly. Use a balancing jig or 

simply use your finger tips to hold the plane by the 

wing to see where it balances. If the tail hangs low 

while placing your fingers where the instructions 

say the balance point is, it is tail heavy. If the nose 

hangs low, it is nose heavy. Of the two, slightly 

nose heavy is better than slightly tail heavy. As the 

plane becomes more and more tail heavy, the 

more and more sensitive it becomes to control in-

puts until it gets to a point where it is uncontrolla-

ble. We’ see this all the time. The plane takes off 

and the wing rock back and forth. The nose stays 

high and eventually the plane snaps to one side 

and crashes. You prevent this by adding nose 

weight. 

 

Engine/Fuel System. 
 
The next item most likely to kill your plane is an 

unreliable engine. This can be caused by a poorly 

broken in engine, an improperly adjusted carbure-

tor and/or an improperly installed fuel tank. Always 

follow directions and break in your new 2-stroke or 

4-stroke engine before trying to fly. This requires 

several tanks of fuel and a controlled running of the 



The January Club meeting is scheduled for: 
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

at Casa De Modesto, 1745 Eldena Way, Modesto 
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Final Condition Check 

Besides these three basic failure points, always 

check the condition of your model before every 

flight. Make sure the radio system and servos are 

properly installed and working correctly. If you 

have a programmable radio, make sure you have 

the correct model memory called up for your air-

plane. Check the screws and clevises and make 

sure everything is connected and secured prop-

erly. If you have recently repaired a plane, or if it 

is the very first time you’ve brought it to the field, 

have a friend go over it as well. A second pair of 

eyes can often detect something you over 

looked. Always check your control throws for 

proper amount and proper direction. 

Don’t push a bad situation! 

Again, we see this all the time! If your engine is 

just not operating properly, or if something is not 

working correctly, just don’t fly! The best course 

of action is to step back and take a breath. 

Maybe you need to work on the engine back home 

on a plane stand, to solve the problem. If an aileron 

is twitching, maybe the servo needs to be replaced. 

You are the pilot in command. Abort your flight at-

tempt. The plane you save may be your own! 

 

Cash Flow Report 

 Income   Expenses   

 

Club Revenue 
(including initiation 
fees, field assessment 
fees, Donations, and 
Events) $325.00      

        

        

        

     Portable Toilet $140.00  

 Totals $325.00     $140.00  

       

Last Month's Total ……………………………………………………………………………….. $8,760.32  

Income …………………………………………………………………………………………….. $325.00 

Expenses ………………………………………………………………………………………….. ($140.00) 

Balance ……………………………………………………………………………………………. $8,945.32 


